BooK reViews
Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 39, No. 5, September 2011 believe the book would be useful as a teaching tool or a learning experience for a range of senior and junior doctors and nurses involved in neurosurgery and ICU. Being focused on specific cases, it is easy to read as a stand-alone chapter book rather than reference.
A teaching module could well be based on the text, as the coverage is very broad and comprehensive.
There are of course some limitations to this type of compendium. With more than 110 authors, not all the topics are covered in similar style or sufficient detail in the three to four pages available for each and the style is sometimes anecdotal rather than academic or scientific. Despite this, there is plenty of useful information and there are relevant tables, diagrams and references to back the opinions. With increasing pressure on the health dollar, many departments will, or should, be considering an investment in better information systemsyet ' Anaesthesia Information Systems' and their close cousins 'Operating Room Management Information Systems', postulated in the late 1980s, are used today in only a tiny fraction of institutions worldwide. Implementation of these systems involves major complexities at a personal, team, locational, technological, institutional, commercial, national and international level, leading to their slow uptake. Anesthesia Informatics leads the reader through these issues so that implementation can be considered objectively and with insight.
All except four of the authors are based in the USA and this does give a consistent though strongly North American viewpoint. The editors assume the reader is familiar with North American institutional structure, the American health care system in general and its business regulatory and billing practices. This is particularly evident when considering aspects such as legislative and governance requirements, practice standards, finance and data security. While the book provides excellent groundwork, the reader will have to embark on further study to extend the information in this book to their local sociopolitical environment.
At 500 pages with 44 contributors in 25 chapters, this publication encompasses a huge breadth of expert opinion. Most chapter authors have several decades of experience in their respective fields. The editors have done an excellent job in merging writing styles to provide a clear, consistent, easy-tounderstand narrative with effective use of diagrams, tables and photographs. The book is divided into three sections. Part A covers the Anaesthesia Information Management System (AIMS) itself from initial rationale, through business case, to design, industry collaboration, electronic chart implementation and opportunities for decision support. A smaller Part B covers Operating Room Management Systems and how the AIMS fits within this framework. Part C looks at mobile computing, education and simulation including handheld devices, wireless communication and security issues. Where North American and international technical standards exist, the user is directed to the relevant external sources.
This book is pitched at a clinician looking to implement an anaesthesia information system in a large department. It achieves this goal well. It is a foundation reference, and will open the reader to issues of which they may not have otherwise been aware. It is not a review of the various commercial products. Indeed the editors have steered away from such a review, knowing that a reference published in 2009 could otherwise rapidly become outdated. This book will be a worthwhile addition to a departmental or personal library where the institution is looking to embark on the anaesthesia information highway.
t This slim 179 page volume of the well known International Anesthesiology Clinics series is an extremely comprehensive review of first-world 'anaesthesia' activities in the third and fourth worlds. The title and spelling of anaesthesia gives a clue to the perspective taken by the book's predominantly North American contributors. Nevertheless there are some very informative chapters on the challenges and solutions to development
